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Dear Friends,  

We have finally come to the end of one of the most difficult years in recent history.  

Our hearts go out to those who lost their loved ones to the deadly COVID-19 pandemic. We salute the courage of our medical 
practitioners, both in the U.S. and in Pakistan, for bravely caring for thousands of patients in critical condition. As we begin a 
new year, the newly introduced vaccines have injected new hope that humanity can soon overcome this disease.  

The Embassy played its part in dealing with the pandemic. We operated 7 special flights to repatriate stranded citizens back 
to Pakistan at a difficult time. Here, I must thank our diaspora and community organizations for rendering great public 
service and helping out their compatriots.  

The year 2020 was significant for Pakistan-U.S. relations. We witnessed a number of high-level engagements, including 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s meeting with President Trump in Davos, Switzerland in January. Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi also visited Washington in January while U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross went to Islamabad in 
February. In August, we held bilateral political consultations at Senior Officials level after a hiatus of four years.  

As the U.S. welcomes a new political dispensation next year, Prime Minister Imran Khan has already reached out to 
President-elect Joseph R. Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris and expressed his desire to work together to 
strengthen bilateral ties between our two great countries.  

Pakistan continued to partner with the U.S. in its efforts to facilitate successful intra-Afghan peace talks. The signing of the 
landmark peace agreement in Doha was a historic moment. Pakistan will continue to play its part in encouraging the Afghans 
to forge lasting peace in the country. There are significant regional economic dividends that peace in Afghanistan can offer 
and Pakistan will always be a willing partner for building economic linkages in the region.  



Unfortunately, while Pakistan remained committed to building peace in the region, India continued to slip deeper and deeper into the grips of an 
expansionist Hindutva ideology propagated by Prime Minister Modi and his political party. The plight of innocent Muslims continued unabated 
across India,  particularly in Jammu and Kashmir, where the draconian laws and repeal of constitutional protection for local residents was 
intentionally revoked in August 5, 2019. Kashmiris were subjected to greater harm and barbarism at the hands of Indian security forces. Pakistan 
highlighted the plight of the Kashmiris at every diplomatic forum, including at the Prime Minister’s address to the UN General Assembly in 
September. Pakistan will continue to lend moral, diplomatic and political support to our Kashmiri brothers and sisters till they are given their right to 
self-determination.    

On the business and trade front, Pakistan was among the country’s that was better able to mitigate the economic collapse brought about by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Pakistan’s economy only contracted by 0.4% while other economies in the region shrunk by over 10%. This was brought 
about by a drastic reduction in current account deficit, maintaining a strong forex reserves balance, and prudent fiscal policies. Our economic policy 
makers remained accessible to U.S. corporate sector, particularly through forums such as the U.S. Pakistan Business Council. Institutionally, we held 
two sessions at senior officials level under the Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) consultations between Pakistan and the U.S. 
where a wide range of issues were discussed to expand bilateral trade from its current level of $ 6.6 billion.  

All in all, there is much satisfaction from the work we accomplished this year, despite unprecedented constraints. We are excited that the new year 
will bring new opportunities for expanding bilateral cooperation between Pakistan and the U.S.  

I wish you all a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year!  
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https://www.brecorder.com/news/40037732


ADVOCACY AND MEDIA OUTREACH



ADVOCACY AND MEDIA OUTREACH



PAKISTAN IN U.S.MEDIA

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/27/world/asia/pakistan-kalash-chawmos.html
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https://www.dawn.com/news/1593802
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https://www.bloomberg.com/amp/news/articles/2020-12-17/a-10-billion-tree-plan-is-restoring-pakistan-s-lost-forests
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