
ambassador rehman’s Message
Eid Mubarak! Though now behind us, I hope the holy month was a blessed time in your lives and the lives of your 
families, and that it initiated a year of recommitment to advancing interfaith harmony and peace as foundational 
values for civilized societies. 
 
For the Embassy, Ramazan was an opportunity to reach out to members and leaders of other religious communities, 
disabusing them of the extreme caricature of Islam they often see in the media, to replace it with a discourse on the 
Islam that enjoins on its believers the centrality of tolerance, peace, equality and compassion as codes of conduct 
for public and private behavior. We held a well-attended Interfaith Iftar Dinner where members of many different 
religions came together to break the fast. The occasion was an opportunity for several faiths to reiterate a message of 
mutual tolerance that unites us in challenging times. 

Because Eid ul Fitr was so early in the calendar year, it happily coincided with the 66th year of Pakistan’s Independence 
on August 14. In celebration of these events, the Embassy welcomed the community to join in the hoisting of our 
national flag, together with a reading of the Independence Day Messages of Pakistan’s President and Prime Minister. 
This was followed by a Chand Raat celebration that marked the end of Ramazan on the eve of Eid. 

We used the weeks during which Congress was in recess to reach out to the vibrant Pakistan diaspora in California 
and Houston where the community and consulates hosted large gatherings, which reflected the rich diversity of the 
Pakistani-American talent pool in these areas. Given that outreach to the community is a renewed priority at the 
Embassy, these meetings gave us a unique opportunity to discuss issues of mutual interest. The core message from the 
Embassy was principally one that advanced the twin goals of institutional and individual unity of the diaspora, as well 
as bridge-building through active participation in the American mainstream.

Speaking of bilateral engagement, as the summer comes to a close, we are happy to report that after weathering a 
difficult period, both governments have begun taking important steps to stabilize the Pak-US relationship. In the 
months ahead, we look forward to a series of official interface opportunities in both countries, which should help 
expand the space for ongoing dialogue at multiple levels.
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embassy Celebrates eid and pakistan’s 66th independence Day

pakistan and u.s. security officials exchange visits and reaffirm relationship
High-level military and intelligence officials from Pakistan and the US exchanged productive visits.

ambassador Works to strengthen relations  
Ambassador Rehman met with Pakistani-Americans, academics, and government officials during 
the month of August to maintain and strengthen the bilateral relationship. 

pakistan’s state bank acts to spur investment and the economy Continues  
to strengthen

Action by the State Bank to lower interest rates is expected to spur foreign investment.

another pakistani film Maker receives international recognition
“Seedlings” a film about loss, forgiveness and redemption wins two major awards at the New York City 
International Film Festival.
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For more information
 please visit our website at:

www.embassyofpakistanusa.org
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a Celebration of pakistan’s inDepenDenCe anD eiD ul fitr

eMbassy hosts flag hoisting CereMony 
on pakistan’s 66th inDepenDenCe Day 

On August 14, the Embassy celebrated the country’s 
66th Independence Day with a flag-hoisting ceremony. 
The proceedings started with recitation from the Holy 
Qur’an.  While the national anthem played, Ambassador 
Rehman hoisted Pakistan’s national flag.  Independence 
Day messages from President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime 

Minister Raja 
Pervez Ashraf 
reaffirming the 
ideals of democracy 
and the egalitarian 
progress espoused by 
Pakistan’s founding 
father  — Quaid-e-

Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah — were read on the occasion. 
The ceremony concluded with prayers for solidarity, 
development and security of Pakistan and its citizens.

 
 

Video of the event can be seen here: http://
embassyofpakistanusa.org/Flaghoisting_14082012_EOP_
Washington_DC.php

The Embassy 
of Pakistan 
celebrated 
Pakistan’s 
66th year of 
Independence. 

eiD Mubarak!  
U.S. President Barack Obama conveyed a message 
of hope and peace from the American people to 
Prime Minister Raja Pervez Ashraf on the occasion 
of Eid ul Fitr. 

“ our founDing fathers envisioneD pakistan as a 
Country Where DeMoCraCy, ConstitutionalisM 
anD rule of laW WoulD reign supreMe…. a Country 
Where the poWer of the ballot, anD not bullet, 
Will DeterMine the politiCal ChoiCes of the people. 
on this Day i Wish to Call upon everyone to Work 
together for the strengthening of DeMoCraCy, 
eMpoWerMent of the people anD for a progressive, 
tolerant, MoDerate anD MoDern pakistan as 
envisioneD by our great leaDers.”

“ i WoulD like to take you baCk to the aDDress MaDe by 
the father of nation to the Constituent asseMbly 
on 11th august, 1947 Where he saiD “you are free; you 
are free to go to your teMples, you are free to go to 
your Mosques or to any other plaCe of Worship in 
this state of pakistan. you May belong to any religion 
or Caste or CreeD - that has nothing to Do With 
the business of the state.”  let Me assure My felloW 
Citizens that in ConforMity With the guiDelines laiD 
out by the father of the nation, My governMent is 
CoMMitteD to an equal status for Minorities, as 

Citizens of the state.” 

priMe Minister 
raja pervez ashraf

presiDent 
asif ali zardari

http://embassyofpakistanusa.org/Flaghoisting_14082012_EOP_Washington_DC.php
http://embassyofpakistanusa.org/Flaghoisting_14082012_EOP_Washington_DC.php
http://embassyofpakistanusa.org/Flaghoisting_14082012_EOP_Washington_DC.php
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traDe anD eConoMy

august was a resilient month for pakistan’s 
economy as local and international investors 
sought to capitalize on new opportunities. 
some of pakistan’s largest firms broke records. 
in august, the karachi stock exchange benchmark 
100-share index, the kse100, closed above 
15,000.00 - its highest level since april 2008.  
 
 Meeting of Deputy ustr With aMb. rehMan 
 The Deputy United States Trade Representative, Ambassador 
Demetrios Marantis met Ambassador Sherry Rehman at the 
Embassy in Washington, DC in August. The discussions focused 
on ways to deepen and strengthen trade and investment ties 
between Pakistan and the United States. 
 
The Ambassador informed Ambassador Marantis of the 
high priority that Pakistan attached to moving to a more 
trade focused relationship with the US and underscored the 
importance of enhancing access to the US market for Pakistani 
exporters.  Ambassador Marantis told the Ambassador that 

the “US-Pakistan Business Opportunities Conference” being 
arranged in London on October 04-05, 2012  will be a positive 
step in promoting trade and investment ties between the two 
countries.

state bank of pakistan Cuts interest 
rates, seeks investMent 
 State Bank Governor Yaseen Anwar announced a two-month 
period of expansionary monetary policy and cut interest rates 
by 1.5 percent, beginning August 13, to encourage private sector 
investment and increase foreign exchange reserves. The recent 
receipt of $1.12 billion in U.S. Coalition Support Funds and $13.2 
billion in overseas remittances contributed in limiting the external 
current account deficit and cushioning government borrowing.

inDia forMally alloWs foreign 
investMent froM pakistan 
 On August 1, India lifted its ban on foreign investment from 
Pakistan.  Pakistani citizens and incorporated entities can now 
make investments in India after notification and receipt of 
government approval.

eiD gala at pakistan eMbassy shoWCases national Culture  
A Chand Raat gathering at the Embassy on the eve of Eid offered an opportunity for guests to experience Pakistani culture around 
Pakistan’s 66th Independence Day. Hosted by Ambassador Rehman, the event attracted Pakistani-American families, senior 
U.S. officials, Pakistan experts and journalists alike.  Welcoming the participants, Ambassador Rehman noted that the festive 
gathering reflected the Pakistani-American community’s enthusiasm. “Such occasions provide an opportunity to showcase 
Pakistani culture, which is full of life, fun, art, traditions, customs and color.” The breaking of the last fast (Iftar) of the holy  
month of Ramazan was coupled with a display of Pakistani traditions, cuisine and customary rites. Guests were treated to a musical 
performance by famous Pakistani singer Waris Baig and his son, Amaar Baig.  Video of the event can be seen here:  
http://embassyofpakistanusa.org/Chand_Raat_08192012.php 

From left to right: At the Chand Raat gathering, the Ambassador spoke to the guests, who enjoyed Pakistani food and received henna drawings and bangles. Waris Baig and  
his son, Amaar, performed for the guests. Air Attache Haseeb Paracha and Trade Minister Azmat Ranjha enjoyed the festivities.

http://embassyofpakistanusa.org/Chand_Raat_08192012.php
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aMbassaDor rehMan anD u.s.  
CentCoM CoMManDer gen. JaMes Mattis 
Meet at eMbassy

 
On August 30, General James Mattis met with Ambassador 
Rehman at the Embassy. They discussed matters of  
mutual interest including enhancing cooperation for  
better coordination between Pakistan and the United 
States. The Ambassador emphasized the need to build a 
relationship based on trust and mutual respect. General 
Mattis acknowledged Pakistan’s contribution in the fight 
against terrorism and assured continued cooperation to 
achieve peace and stability in Afghanistan. 

aMbassaDor rehMan anD CongressMan 
Dan burton agree to proMote better ties

On August 2,  
Ambassador Rehman 
met Congressman Dan 
Burton (R-Indiana),  
Chair of the House 
Foreign Affairs 
Committee  
Sub-Committee on 
Eurasia and Central 

Asia and the Republican co-chair of the Congressional 
Pakistan Caucus. The Ambassador thanked Rep. Burton 
for his longstanding support for Pakistan, apprised him 
of the recent positive developments, and discussed ways to 
further strengthen the relationship. Rep. Burton recalled 
Pakistan’s friendship with the U.S. through the Cold War 
and offered his assistance in promoting better relations.

Ambassador Rehman and Gen. James Mattis conversed during a 
meeting at the Pakistan Embassy. 

pakistan-u.s. relations

seCurity leaDers exChange visits anD 
reaffirM relationship  
Lt. Gen. Zahir ul-Islam, the director general of Pakistan’s 
Inter-Services Intelligence Directorate engaged in 
substantive and productive discussions with his CIA 
counterpart Director Gen. David H. Petraeus and other 
US officials during his August visit to Washington, DC. Lt.  
Gen. Islam said he sought to improve the counterterrorism 
efforts and requested American assistance in halting 
cross-border incursions by the Taliban from Afghanistan.  

 

 

Gen. John Allen, the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, 
visited Pakistan’s army chief Gen. Ashfaq Parvez Kayani 
in Pakistan on August 2nd. Gen. Allen noted that steps 
to build an enduring, strategic and carefully defined 
partnership are underway.  Gen. Kayani emphasized that 
the relationship should be based on mutual trust, respect 
and transparency.

Gen. Ashfaq 
Parvez Kayani 
and Gen. John 
Allen sat down 
together in 
August.

Ambassador Rehman met with Congressman 
Dan Burton in August. 

aMbassaDor partiCipates in aspen 
seCurity foruM

In July, the Aspen Security Forum 
hosted an event on Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. Ambassador 
Rehman called for an end to U.S. 
drone strikes in Pakistan while 
at the same time, the Pakistani 
envoy made it clear that the fight 
against terrorism is a shared 
struggle and everyone including 
Afghanistan, the United States 
and other international partners 
have to do their part to counter 
the menace. While responding to 
remarks from other participants 

at the forum, the Ambassador spoke about the positive 
transformation taking place in Pakistan and remarked “This 
is a new Pakistan; catch up gentlemen!”  
http://www.c-spanarchives.org/program/AspenS

Ambassador participates in 
Aspen Security Forum

http://http://www.c-spanarchives.org/program/AspenS
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u.s. state DepartMent iftar Dinner 
 The U.S. State Department hosted an Iftar for the officers of 
the Embassy of Pakistan on Thursday August 16. Speaking 
on the occasion, Ambassador David D. Pearce, Senior Deputy 
Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
welcomed the Ambassador and officers of the Embassy. He 
spoke about the virtues of patience and tolerance that the 
month of Ramadan inculcates in the believers and stressed 
that the same message must resonate across all faiths. This 
Iftar provided a unique opportunity for informal interaction 
between officials of the Embassy and the State Department.

iftar Dinner by the White house 
 Ambassador Rehman attended the Iftar dinner hosted by 
President Obama at the White House. This was the fourth 
Iftar that President Obama has hosted. During his remarks 
at the dinner, the President reflected on the importance 
of religious freedom and the important role Muslims have 
played throughout US history. He referred to the special 
display of the Quran, which once belonged to Thomas 
Jefferson, as a reminder that along with the generations of 
patriotic Muslims in America, Islam — like so many faiths — 
is part of the national story of United States.

aMbassaDor rehMan attenDs Working 
group on regional seCurity  
 

The Ambassador 
participated in the U.S.-
Pakistan Dialogue Regional 
Security Working Group 
meeting at the Stanford 
University in Palo Alto, 
California on August 
23-24, 2012. The meeting 
was a joint initiative of the 
former US Secretary of 

Defence William Perry and the former US Secretary of State 
George Schultz. The two-day event focused on US-Pakistan 
relations and the evolving security and political situation in 
Afghanistan. The other notable participants from Pakistan 
included the former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee General Ehsan ul Haq, the former Foreign 
Secretary Mr. Najmuddin Shaikh, the former Governor of 
the State Bank Mr. Ishat Hussain, the former Ambassador 
Maleeha Lodhi., Mr. Rifaat Hussain, and Mr. Moeed Yusuf.

Meeting With u.s. speCial envoy to the oiC 
anD isna representatives 

 

 
The State Department Coordinator for the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation Mr. Rashad Husain and the representatives of the 
Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) met the Ambassador 
and discussed their cooperative efforts to promote dialogue 
between different faiths. The Ambassador said that Pakistan as 
a leading OIC member advocated dialogue among all cultures. 
She underlined that tolerance for cultural, racial, religious 
and linguistic diversities is essential for international peace, 
understanding and friendship.

aMbassaDor rehMan Meets Cirf 
Chairperson katrina lantos sWett 
 

On August 8, 2012  Dr. Katrina 
Lantos Swett, Chair of the U.S. 
Commission on International 
Freedom called on Ambassador 
Sherry Rehman, and exchanged 
views on protection and 
promotion of religious freedom 
and minority rights.

Ambassador Rehman joined high-level participants 
for a round-table event on security relations.

Ambassador 
Rehman met with 
Rashad Hussain, 
U.S. Special Envoy 
to the Organization 
of Islamic 
Cooperation 
(OIC) in August.

Ambassador Rehman met with CIRF 
Chairperson Dr. Katrina Lantos Swett at 
the Embassy.

Deputy Chief of Mission Dr. Asad 
M. Khan and IL State Treasurer 
Dan Rutherford meet in Tampa, 
FL during the Republican National 
Convention.

DCM khan visits rnC in taMpa

Deputy Chief of Mission Dr. Asad 
M. Khan visited Tampa, Florida 
during the Republican National 
Convention in order to witness 
the nomination process for the 
presidential elections firsthand. 
During the event, he met with 
various delegates and informally 
exchanged views on subjects of 
mutual interest.
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eMbassy neWs anD other events

aMbassaDor rehMan highlights 
Diaspora’s role in builDing relations 

Not far from San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge, 
Ambassador Rehman highlighted the role of Pakistani-
Americans in building ties with the U.S. at an event 
organized by the Consulate General of Pakistan in 
collaboration with the Organization of Pakistani 
Entrepreneurs (OPEN), Pakistan-American Cultural 
Council (PACC), Pakistan Chamber of Commerce (Bay 
Area) and Pakistan Times on August 21st.  She outlined 
the measures taken by the Government of Pakistan 
to strengthen democratic institutions, the media and 
judiciary. The Ambassador also elaborated on the 
Embassy’s outreach programs to the Pakistani community 
in Washington, DC and invited suggestions on how to 
improve services.

DCM WelCoMes pakistani stuDents to 
the u.s.

Deputy Chief of Mission, Dr. 
Asad Majeed Khan addressed 
the participants of Pakistan 
Global Undergraduate 
Exchange Program in 
Washington, DC on August 10, 
2012. The program is run by 
the U.S. State Department’s 
Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs and includes 
a semester-long visit by 
Pakistani undergraduate 

students to various U.S. universities. A total of 200 students 
will participate in the program in two batches during  
2012-13.

The Ambassador speaks to the Pakistani-American community of the California 
Bay Area. 

eMbassy of pakistan hosts interfaith 
iftar Dinner  

Diplomats, academics, spiritual leaders, and believers 
from many faiths gathered together to celebrate the 
breaking the fast on August 13 at an Iftar dinner hosted 
by Ambassador Rehman. Conveying the message of 
tolerance that was envisioned by Pakistan’s founder 
Ambassador Rehman said, “investing in dialogue, 
promoting pluralism and respect for another’s beliefs 
are the way nations, communities and people will build 
bridges of peace and cooperation amongst each other. 
At the end of the day, our faith teaches tolerance, and 
tolerance alone is the idiom, the unifying principle in 
humanity that upholds human rights, pluralism and the 
rule of law.” 

 

The religious leaders in attendance included Rev. 
William Aiken, Rev. Dr. Carol Flett, Rev. William 
Sachs, Dr. Rajwant Singh, Rabbi Bruce Lustig, Dr. 
Mohamed Elsanousi and Imam Majid.  In addition 
to many leading Pakistani scholars and experts, 
representatives from interfaith institutions, human 
rights organizations, various community leaders, 
U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom 
Chairperson Dr. Katrina Lantos Sweet, the President 
of Rumi Forum Emre Celik and a number of senior 
diplomats were in attendance, including Nepalese 
Ambassador to the United States Shankar Prasad 
Sharma, representatives from the embassies of Italy 
and Sri Lanka, Ambassadors Wendy Chamberlin, 
Howard Schaffer, Teresita Schaffer and John McDonald. 
Video for the event can be viewed here: http://
embassyofpakistanusa.org/Ambassador_interfaith_
iftar_08132012_V.php 

The Ambassador spoke and dined with Mr. William Aiken, Dr. Carol Flett, 
H.E. Shankar Prasad Sharma, and Rev. William Sachs (L-R).

DCM Dr. Asad M. Khan meets with 
Pakistan’s participants to the Global 
Undergraduate Exchange Program. 

http://embassyofpakistanusa.org/Ambassador_interfaith_iftar_08132012_V.php  
http://embassyofpakistanusa.org/Ambassador_interfaith_iftar_08132012_V.php  
http://embassyofpakistanusa.org/Ambassador_interfaith_iftar_08132012_V.php  
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aMbassaDor visits the los angeles 
County MuseuM of art  

Ambassador Rehman 
visited the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art 
where she was received by 
Jane Burrell, Senior Vice 
President of Education 
and Public Programs of 
LACMA, Julie Romain 
and Nancy Fox, Assistant 
curator and Curatorial 
Administrator of the 

South and South-east Asia section of the Museum. 
The Curator and Departmental Head of the South and 
Southeast Asian Art Council of the Museum, Stephen 
Markel, conducted the Ambassador around the 
Museum.

lunCheon With pakistani CoMMunity 
in los angeles

On August 27, Ambassador Sherry Rehman met with 
over 200 prominent members of the Pakistani-American 
community at a luncheon organized by the Consulate 
General of Pakistan, Los Angeles in collaboration with 
leading Pakistan-American organizations including the 
Council of Pakistan American Affairs (COPAA), Pak-US 
Chamber of Commerce – California chapter, Pakistan 
Arts Council, NISWA, Merit Grants for Young 

Women (MGYW) and Developments in Literacy (DIL) at 
a local hotel in Long Beach, California. Local officials 
and community leaders also attended the luncheon and 
welcomed the Ambassador to Los Angeles. In her address, 
Ambassador Rehman highlighted the important role 
that the Pakistani diaspora plays in building strong ties 
between the American and Pakistani communities. She 
encouraged the Community to be proactive and engage 
widely and frequently with American public officials in 
order to clear misperceptions that exist about Pakistan. 
She also outlined the measures taken by the Government 
of Pakistan in strengthening democratic institutions 
in Pakistan, mentioning in particular safeguarding the 
rights of minorities and empowering women through 
legislation passed by Parliament.

aMb. rehMan aDDresses pakistani-
aMeriCans via viDeo ConferenCe

On August 18, Ambassador Rehman addressed a 
group of Pakistani-Americans via a video conference 
arranged by the Houston Consul General Aqil Nadeem.  
The Ambassador emphasized to this group of political 
activists, entrepreneurs, investors, professionals and 
community leaders that they are critical to helping 
advance Pakistan-U.S. relations. Pakistan, she said, is 
seeking expanded trade rather than aid with the U.S .and 
their input and advocacy role will be vital to that end.  

“seeDlings” Wins MaJor aWarDs at 
u.s. filM festival
Directed by Pakistani film maker Mansoor Mujahid, 
“Seedlings” won two major awards at the New York City 
International Film Festival’s opening ceremony. Produced 
by Bodhicitta Works, the film won the People’s Choice 
Award for Best Film and Best Actress in a Lead Role for 
actress Aamina Sheikh’s performance. Nominated in 
seven categories, “Seedlings” is a story of loss, forgiveness 
and redemption personified through the lives of three 
individuals bound together by a devastating accident.

The Ambassador spoke and met onstage with LA City Controller Wendy Gruel and 
City Attorney Carmen Trutanich.

After receiving Certificates of Appreciation, the outgoing Embassy of 
Pakistan interns posed for a commemorative photo with the Ambassador 
and Embassy officials.

(L-R) Dr. Steve Markel, Shaila Andrabi 
(President Pakistan Arts Council), 
Ambassador Rehman, Jane Burrell, 
Hina Abidi (Vice President Pakistan Arts 
Council), Ayesha Kamran, Ruquiya Khan, 
and Nancy Fox.



The Embassy of Pakistan welcomes your feedback. 
Please send your comments to newsletter@embassyofpakistanusa.org 

or visit www.embassyofpakistanusa.org

Consular serviCes in the us. 
The Pakistan Embassy in Washington and its four Consulate Generals in New York, Houston, Chicago, 
and Los Angeles provide consular facilities including passports, visa, attestation and the NICOP services 
to the public. All these offices maintain websites for providing guidance to the public, clearly listing the 
requirements for various consular services. The Machine Readable passports are a new addition.  At present 
this facility is available at the Consulate Generals in New York and Los Angeles. It will be expanded to the 
other consulates and the Embassy in due course. 
 
 The five offices also issue visas to U.S. passports holders, authenticate legal documents, and process the 
National Identification Cards for Overseas Pakistanis (NICOP) etc. The documentation required for these 
services is clearly listed on the website www.embassyofpakistanusa.org. The forms for these services can be 
downloaded online and the paperwork can be submitted through mail. The website is regularly updated to 
reflect any changes in the Government of Pakistan regulations. 
 
The valued community members are advised to visit the website while preparing the paperwork for any 
service. The website is regularly updated to reflect any changes in the Government of Pakistan regulations. 

The Consulate General’s websites can be accessed on the following addresses:

New York: www.pakconsulateny.org
Houston: www.pakistanconsulatehouston.org
Chicago: www.cgpkchicago.org
Los Angeles: www.pakconsulatela.org
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