Embassy Newsletter October 2012

Ambassador Rehman’s Message
October brought the celebration of Eid ulAdha. On behalf of the Embassy and the
Government of Pakistan, I hope the holiday
was a festive one for all Pakistanis and fellow
Muslims.
Pakistan-U.S. relations continue to advance.
Our nations’ political ties, renewed in
summer, gathered momentum in September
through the visits of the President and the
Foreign Minister, and are now gaining greater traction as the interactions
between our economic managers and business communities grow.
The key highlights of October included the visit of Interior Minister Rehman
Malik to Washington, the resumption of our structured bilateral working
groups, and the successful convening of the first ever U.S.-Pakistan Business
Opportunities Conference. This well-attended conference brought together
executives from international companies, industry leaders and public officials
from Pakistan and the United States to discuss the economic opportunities that
Pakistan offers, its favorable investment regime and growing markets.
Those of us in the Washington, D.C. area escaped much of the damage inflicted
by the recent hurricane that devastated large sections of New Jersey and New
York. Our Embassy and the consulates have been extending help and support
to the community in close collaboration with the Pakistani diaspora. We
sympathize with those who have lost so much during this disaster.
We look forward to the coming months, which offer prospects for strengthening
bilateral relations. It is our sincere hope that the ties between Pakistan and the
United States deepen and that our recent progress endures.

Embassy Responds to
Hurricane Sandy
In to the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy,
the Embassy immediately launched
a drive to reach out to the Pakistani
American community living in the
affected areas and urged them to follow
safety precautions advised by the local
authorities. Contacts were established
with the U.S. State Department and
prominent community leaders and
emergency contact information and
other details were shared by phone,
email and social and traditional
media to ensure connectivity during
the storm. An emergency hotline was
also set up by the Embassy and the
Consulate in New York. The Consulate
worked closely with members of the
Pakistani diaspora to respond to
the community’s emergency needs.
Our Consulate General in New York
responded to queries from the loved
ones of those residing in areas hit
hardest by the storm and continues
to provide assistance to the Pakistani
American communities in New York
and the surrounding areas as they
recover from the storm.
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Visit by Interior Minister Rehman Malik

New U.S. Ambassador arrives in Pakistan

Interior Minister Rehman Malik led a high level delegation to
Washington to attend the Working Group on Counter-terrorism and
Law Enforcement . The Working Group co-convened with Assistant
Secretary of State Ambassador William Brownfield reviewed
cooperation between Pakistan and the U.S. on countering IEDs,
containing terrorist financing and improving border security at the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border.

Update on Malala Yousufzai

The new U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan, Richard G. Olson, presented his
credentials to President Asif Ali Zardari. President Zardari welcomed
the new envoy and conveyed his hope that Ambassador Olson will
engage with Pakistani interlocutors to strengthen the bilateral
relationship - a relationship based on principles of mutual respect,
shared values and common interest. The President also expressed his
grief over the loss of lives and devastation caused by Hurricane Sandy.

During his visit, the Interior Minister also met with Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton, Secretary of Homeland Security Janet
Napolitano, FBI Director Robert Mueller and Ambassador
Marc Grossman and exchanged views and ideas on deepening
cooperation, capacity building and technical assistance in the
fields of Counterterrorism and Law Enforcement between the two
countries.

The Embassy has been closely following the progress of Malala Yousufazi
and is grateful for the outreach and support of the international
community. Since this tragedy occurred, the Government of Pakistan
has worked to ensure that Malala is protected and has access to the best
possible medical care. Aseefa Bhutto Zardari recently spoke with Malala
and shared her belief that Malala is an inspiration to the nation.

Vigil Held to Express Solidarity
A group of Pakistani students organized a candlelight vigil at
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. to express solidarity with
Malala Yousufzai and voice support for female education. Press and
Information Attache Nadeem Hotiana and Second Secretary Fozia
Fayyaz represented the Embassy at the vigil.
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Trade and Economy
London Trade Conference: Opportunities in Pakistan for U.S. Companies
Representatives from nearly fifty U.S. and Pakistani companies met
with public officials during the U.S.-Pakistan Business Opportunities
Conference in London. Co-hosted by the office of the U.S. Trade
Representative and the Government of Pakistan, the purpose of the
conference was to inform the business community and potential investors
of the investment climate and business opportunities in Pakistan and
to facilitate discussion and networking. Senior U.S. and Pakistani
government officials, including the U.S. Ambassador to the United
Kingdom Louis B. Susman, Ambassador Sherry Rehman, Pakistani
High Commissioner to the UK Wajid Shamsul Hasan, Assistant U.S.
Trade Representative Michael Delaney, Deputy Special representative for
Afghanistan and Pakistan Dan Feldman, Pakistan’s Commerce Secretary
USTR Assistant Michael Delaney, Pakistan High Commissioner
Munir Qureshi, and Chairman Board of Investment Saleem Mandviwalla
Wajid Shamsul Hasan, Amb. Sherry Rehman, BOI Chairman Salim H.
Mandviwala, Pakistan Commerce Secretary Munir Qureshi, U.S.
welcomed the participants and emphasized the interest of both nations
Deputy Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan Dan Feldman, in working together to strengthen Pakistan-U.S. economic relations.
and Pakistan Commercial Counselor Saira Najeeb
Executives from U.S. and Pakistani companies discussed the high rates
of return foreign investors have historically received and the huge potential of the young and expanding population in Pakistan. Meanwhile, the
representatives from the Overseas Private Investment Corporation, Asian Development Bank, International Finance Corporation and U.S. Trade
and Development Agency discussed their current programs for Pakistan and continued interest in expanding their operations and Pakistan portfolios.

USAID Pakistan Private Investment Initiative (PPII)
At the U.S.-Pakistan Business Opportunities Conference, USAID also provided details of its Public-Private Investment Initiative (PPII) aimed
at stimulating investment in small and mediums sized enterprises. Under the PPII, USAID will provide up to $24 million in matching funds to
private equity funds. USAID intends to invest in multiple funds in order to “accelerate development of a private equity industry by facilitating the
involvement of multiple, trained and experienced fund management companies and managers in Pakistan.”

Innovation for Entrepreneurship and Education
Pakistan is working with the U.S. State Department and USAID to promote entrepreneurship and education in Pakistan. Through its Exchange 2.0
programs, the State Department worked with partners to host a videoconference that connected 500 Pakistani entrepreneurs with mentors and
business members around the country. The State Department also sponsored a Youth TechCamp with a local partner, iEARN, and connected the
program with more than 90 alumni from the YES Program, which provides scholarships to high school students from countries with significant
Muslim populations to spend up to one academic year in the United States. Highlighting the significance of the initiative, Tara Sonenshine, Under
Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs stated, “The more we engage people to become productive, and realize their aspirations, the
better the chances they will pursue shared futures of peace and prosperity.”
USAID has also added education to its strategic objectives in Pakistan as evidenced by the National Reading Program launched earlier this year
which includes a multi-year “All Children Reading” initiative. At the launch, USAID credited “Pakistan’s groundbreaking effort to establish a
“National Education Policy” and roadmap for ensuring that every child receives a quality education.

Under Secretary Tara Sonenshine at USIP
(Courtesy USIP)

U.S. Embassy in Pakistan DCM Richard Hoagland at
the Youth TechCamp (Courtesy U.S. Embassy Pakistan)

Invest2Innovate

Invest2Innovate, a Washington, D.C. based company launched to support early-stage social enterprises by providing capacity development services
and connections to resources and capital, started an accelerator program in collaboration with the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS)
Suleman Dawood School of Business (SDSB). Executives from selected enterprises will meet for four two-day workshops on topics ranging from
business model development, customer acquisition and marketing, investment strategy, human capital retention and governance structures. The
participants will have the opportunity to engage with each other to discuss common issues many enterprises face while implementing their models in
Pakistan. The program will culminate at the end of January with a pitch event that will connect the entrepreneurs to potential funders and investors.
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Trade and economy
USIP and GMU Host Seminar on Pakistan
The United States Institute of Peace (USIP) and the School of
Public Policy at George Mason University (GMU) jointly organized
a one-day conference on the role of Pakistan’s burgeoning youth
population, related public policy options and the prospects for
long-term peace and development. Pakistan has one of the largest
youth populations in the world with 54 million young people. In
his keynote address, Deputy Chief of Mission Dr. Asad Khan
offered a vision of confidence for the country’s young people. He
highlighted that Pakistani youth continue to prove its mettle and
make important contributions in business, arts and sciences despite
facing a myriad of challenges. Dr. Khan concluded by noting that
given the right priority, support and fast track policies the youth can
transform Pakistan’s demographic challenge into a demographic
dividend.
The conference included several panels that touched on the
challenges young Pakistanis face as well as the many opportunities
they have to positively contribute to Pakistan’s future. Some of the
panelists focused on the economics of the youth bulge, providing

Dr. Andrew Wilder, Mr. Ifran Malik, Ms. Kalsoom Lakhani, and Ms.
Shamila Chaudhary

Shamila Chaudhary of the Eurasia Group, elaborated on the many
potential avenues for growth and prosperity available to Pakistan’s
young through entrepreneurship, microfinance, and by reaching
out to Pakistan’s diaspora. The participants noted the importance of
providing access to capital and tackling the energy shortages in order
to support long-term growth. USIP South Asia Advisor Moeed Yusuf,
University of Gurjat Professor Dr. M Nizamuddin, and GMU Professor
Dr. Jack Goldstone emphasized the importance of access to quality
education as a key tenet for Pakistan’s success.
Video: http://www.usip.org/events/youth-bulge-public-policy-andprospects-peace-in-pakistan

Dr. Asad Khan

USIP South Asia Advisor Moeed Yusuf

context for the current demographic situation including GMU
Professor Dr. Mehtab S. Karim, Senior Journalist Nasim Zehra,
Dr. Mohsin Khan of the Atlantic Council, and Dr. Eric Manes of
the World Bank. Dr. Karim talked about the politically aware youth
bulge as a force for reform. Dr. Manes described a new growth
strategy that will be dependent on sustained growth in the private
sector to provide employment opportunities for the expanding
young population. Other participants, including Akhuwat
Foundation Director Saleem Ranjha, Ifran Malik of the USPAK
Foundation, Invest2Innovate Founder Kalsoom Lakhani and
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United States Institute of Peace
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trade and economy
Public Private Partnership Created to
Rehabilitate Power Project

Foreign Investors See Opportunities in
Multiple Sectors
The Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) has
reported that of the 320 new registrants in October, twelve were foreign
enterprises. Investors from Afghanistan, China, Mauritius, South
Korea, Thailand, Turkey, the UAE and the United States are investing in
various industries, including power generation, corporate agricultural
farming, trading, education, cables and electrical goods, IT, transport,
and mining and quarrying.

Pakistani Company Produces Nation’s
First Wind Turbine

Representatives for DHA Cogen Limited and International
Electric Power LLC

Pittsburg-based independent power producer International Electric
Power LLC announced that it will partner with DHA Cogen Limited
(DCL) to rehabilitate DHA Cogen, a 94-Megawatt combined-cycle
natural gas-fired power generation plant in Karachi. When fully
operational, the plant will provide 200GWh annually, 3 million gallons
of desalinated water per day, and stimulate the local economy by
creating more than one hundred direct and indirect job opportunities.

Coca-Cola and Pepsi See Growth in
Pakistan
Recognizing a growing market, Coca
Cola Co. has announced plans to
expand its operations in Pakistan by
investing upwards of $248 million
and the construction of new bottling
plants in Karachi and Multan. “We
see great potential in Pakistan’s
future,” said Rizwan Khan, Coca Cola
general manager for both Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Meanwhile, the operations of PepsiCo are also reporting
growth in Pakistan. The company’s latest quarterly report showed
snack and beverage volumes in Pakistan are growing by 27% and 25%
respectively.

Remittances on the Rise
October proved to be a watershed moment for recorded remittances
to Pakistan. With $1.365 billion remitted in October, Pakistan
experienced the largest one-month remittance in its history.
Remittances have trended substantially upward in the past year,
totaling $4.964 billion of the current fiscal year. As preparations are
underway to repay loans from the International Monetary Fund, this
positive trend is predicted to buttress Pakistan’s foreign exchange
reserves and external accounts.
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SZABIST, a Pakistani company, has created the nation’s first
indigenously designed and locally fabricated wind turbine. According
to Dr. Imran Amin, who led the project, almost 85 percent of the
components are produced locally. With a total cost of approximately
$12,500, this local technology may help Pakistan harness the estimated
110,000MW of potential wind energy available and alleviate a portion
of the nation’s energy shortfall.

Pakistan’s Trade Deficit Shrinks Nearly 7%
Pakistan’s trade balance from July to October moved toward
equilibrium compared with the previous year on the strength of
growing food exports and four consecutive months of declining
imports. Exports grew almost 5 percent as international consumers
purchased nearly $8.2 billion worth of Pakistani goods, an increase of
$389 million over the previous year. The trade deficit shrank to $6.5
billion for the period, down from $6.9 billion in 2011.

Technology Provides New Access to
Banking Accounts
State Bank of Pakistan Deputy Governor Kazi Abdul Muktadir
announced that mobile phone and smart card banking accounts
surged to nearly 1.45 million as Pakistan’s financial sector undergoes a
technological revolution. Muktadir emphasized the benefits branchless
banking will have in attracting small savings to generate internal
funding for microfinance banks and noted the sense of safety and
security that results from the insurance embodied within the product.

New Petroleum Policy Likely to
Stimulate New Energy Investments
Under the newly-approved Petroleum Policy of 2012, rates have been
increased and the rights to develop 60 untapped blocks throughout the
country are being auctioned off. Bids will begin being reviewed in midDecember.
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also pakistan

While the mainstream media often focuses on the
problems Pakistan faces and the challenges confronted
by our government and our society, there is a

substantial amount of good news coming out of Pakistan.

The Embassy is pleased to share these stories of achievement with you
as we redefine a narrative for Pakistan based on the values of equitable democratic and social
entitlements, pluralism, rule of law & transparent governance.

Pakistani Peacekeepers Play a Dominant Role in
UN Operations
Pakistan is the single largest contributor of troops to UN peacekeeping operations
around the world with over 9,000 men and women and more than 700 policemen
participating. As part of a celebration marking the anniversary of the entry into
force in 1945 of the UN Charter, Under Secretary General of the UN Department
of Peacekeeping Operations, Herve Ladsous noted the solid contributions that
Pakistan has made and that the UN has come to expect of its member countries.
He thanked Pakistan and its military for its commitment to global peacekeeping
efforts.

Female Journalist Recognized with Life
Achievement Award
Zubeida Mustafa, Pakistan’s first mainstream female journalist, was awarded
the International Women’s Media Foundation 2012 Lifetime Achievement Award
for her reporting at Dawn in the 1970’s. In her remarks, Ms. Mustafa noted that
conditions for Pakistan’s women are far better today than they were in the past
during the country’s successive military regimes.
Zubeida Mustafa

Pakistani Social Activist Recognized in the U.S.
for Her Commitment to Promoting Freedom and
Democracy
Dr. Fouzia Saeed, a well-respected social activist dedicated to improving the
lives of women in Pakistan, was recognized with the Battle of Crete Award by the
Washington Oxi Day Foundation, an organization dedicated to celebrating modern
day heroes that fight to promote freedom and democracy around the world. “Dr.
Saeed sets an example of courage and commitment to women’s advancement,” said
Melanne Verveer, U.S. Ambassador for Global Women’s Issues.

U.S. Amb. Melanne Verveer and Dr. Fouzia Saeed

Pakistan’s Growing Number of Working Women
Drive Fashion Industry

photo courtesy of women’s digital league
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Urban Pakistani women are fueling the country’s fashion boom as they move into
the workforce and spend their earnings on clothing and textiles. Recent estimates
suggest that between 28 percent and 36 percent of Pakistani women are now
working, but the number is likely higher as many are employed in home-based
businesses. The number has grown significantly since the trend first emerged
in 2002. Clothing retailers attested to the increasing number of working women,
saying their consumption is sparking growing demand for the industry.
embassy of the islamic republic of pakistan in washington dc

Embassy Events and Other News
Embassy Hosts Brookings Executive
Seminar Delegation

DCM Khan and Brookings Executive Seminar Delegation

As part of its wider outreach, the Embassy hosted a reception in
honor of the Brookings Institute’s Executive Seminar delegation
including architects, engineers and construction company
executives from across the United States and Canada. Deputy Chief
of Mission Dr. Asad Khan provided an overview of PakistanU.S. relations and highlighted recent important developments
in Pakistan. While responding to questions from the visiting
delegation, he encouraged the participants to explore investment
and business opportunities in Pakistan. Following the discussion,
the visitors enjoyed traditional Pakistani cuisine.

Delegation from US Education
Foundation in Pakistan Visits the
Embassy
Ms. Rita Akhtar, Executive Director, and Mr. Saleem Razaque,
Program Manager, of the U.S. Education Foundation-Pakistan
briefed the Embassy on the scholarships and assistance programs
offered by the U.S. government to Pakistani scholars and
professionals for various degree and training programs at U.S.
universities and institutes. Ms. Sue Borja, Branch Chief, Fulbright
Pakistan and Global UGRAD Pakistan Programs at the U.S.
Department of State and Ms. Margaret O’Connor, Program Officer,
South and Central Asia, Office of Educational and Cultural Affairs
at the U.S. Department of State also participated in the meeting.
Ms. Borja noted that the Fulbright Pakistan program is the largest
cultural exchange program sponsored by the U.S. Government and
that there are approximately 400 Pakistani students currently
enrolled in universities in the United States through the Fulbright
and UGRAD programs.

DCM Briefs GWU Students and Hubert
Humphrey Fellows
A group of undergraduate students from the International Affairs
Society of George Washington University visited the Embassy where
they were briefed on Pakistan-U.S. relations by Deputy Chief of
Mission Dr. Asad Khan. The Embassy also welcomed a delegation of
the Pakistani Hubert Humphrey Fellows, led by Ms. Brittany Lehr
of the Institute of International Education. The fellows, who are
currently undergoing 10 months of studies in various U.S. universities,
participated in a conversation with Dr. Khan on the state of PakistanU.S. relations.

International Affairs Society
of George Washington
University

Pakistani Hubert Humphrey
Fellows

Embassy Briefs Future U.S. Diplomats
At the invitation of the Area Study
Center of the State Department’s
Foreign Service Institute (FSI),
First Secretary of the Embassy
Salman Sharif briefed departing
U.S. diplomats on the political,
socio-economic and cultural
aspects of Pakistan. He also gave
Salman Sharif
the participants an overview of
Pakistan’s foreign policy and its relations with neighboring countries
and the United States. Such interactions, part of the Embassy’s
regular outreach, have proved particularly useful in providing a better
understanding to prospective diplomats before they arrive at their
stations.

Embassy updates
After completing his term in Washington, D.C.,
Trade Minister Azmat Ranjha is returning to
Islamabad.
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Mr. Muhammad Faisal Ilyas has joined the
Embassy as a Deputy Press Attache. Mr. Ilyas
is a graduate of the University of the Punjab and
holds a Masters of Management and Information
Technology. He joined the Civil Services Academy
in 2008 and has served in the Cabinet Division,
the Press Information Department and as the
Assistant Director in the External Publicity Wing
of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.
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The Embassy of Pakistan welcomes your feedback.
Please send your comments to newsletter@embassyofpakistanusa.org
or visit www.embassyofpakistanusa.org

